CERTIFICATE OF INTERNATIONAL MERITS (CIM)
Are you interested in global health? Would you like the opportunity to develop your intercultural communication skills and establish international contacts with people from other areas of the world?
If so, the Certificate of International Merits (CIM) could be something for you, regardless of whether you are able take the opportunity to travel abroad or whether you choose to focus on internationalization entirely from Sweden.
The Certificate of International Merits (CIM) offers you a unique opportunity to enhance your academic, personal and professional development ahead of your working life. You can qualify for a Certificate of International Merits by collecting merits through the participation in and documentation of various international activities. At University West, you can still qualify for a Certificate of International Merits even you are unable to take the opportunity to travel abroad by performing all of the activities in Sweden.
What is a CIM?
At University West, all of the courses and study programmes are guided by international perspectives and are conducted and developed in a global context. Democracy issues, and different dimensions of sustainable development, are set in the context of globalization as well as how prepared we are to meet its effects.
An insight into the similarities and differences between individuals and cultures around the world, all in relation to the chosen courses and study programmes. By participating in various international activities presented on Canvas during your study programme, you collect merits and write a report that leads to the Certificate of International Merits. Your merits are then entered in the Diploma Supplement for the degree certificate.
Why should I apply for the CIM?
· The visibility of your international merits is highlighted by the CIM
· Your intercultural communication skills are developed
· You have the opportunity to build new international contacts
· The CIM helps you to prepare for your opportunities to work in an international environment
How do I proceed with the CIM?
You can apply at any time during your studies via the form below, and then you will receive an invitation to register on the Canvas learning platform where you can learn about the activities that count towards the CIM. You will also have the opportunity to suggest an activity not included on Canvas by contacting your CIM coordinator. You document all of your international activities via a merit portfolio in the form of an activities portfolio, and then write a final report.
Activities
If you choose not to travel abroad you will need to participate in at least four international activities in order to be able to apply for a Certificate of International Merits. If you travel abroad, you will need to carry out three activities where the time abroad counts as one of these activities.
Examples of activities:
· Taking part in an exchange, participating in a summer course, or carrying out your degree project abroad
· Attending international conferences and workshops
· Acting as mentor to an international student
· Taking part in lectures with an international theme
· Participating in activities arranged by the International Office
You will have the opportunity to plan your activities together with your CIM coordinator. However, it is your responsibility to find and register for the activities you want to take part in. For activities abroad, contact the department's coordinator.
Reporting your activities
Each activity is compiled into an activities portfolio. Once you have taken part in and documented all of your activities, your next step is to write a final report. The final report can be written in Swedish or English.
Finally, you will give an oral presentation to your fellow students at the CIM ceremony or at another activity arranged by the International Office. Your international coordinator can give you more information about this.

