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We are happy to announce that the Nordic Baltic ISCAR Conference will be hosted by 
University West, Trollhättan, Sweden, 17-19 June 2025 on the theme  

 

“Working and learning with CHAT-driven research” 

 

The event aims at interrogating and re-envisioning the shared roots of working and 
learning, to make them relevant in the face of current global challenges and for 
transforming human activities to sustain lives and the planet. Work is here understood 
in a broad sense, including the work of learners, teachers, patients and caregivers as 
well as unpaid and voluntary forms of work. The conference sub-themes include, but 
are not restricted to, the following: 

• Foundational issues and challenges in cultural-historical theory 



• Learning and working in educational settings 
• Cultural-historical studies of work-integrated learning 
• Technological mediation and change in organizational and educational settings  
• Digitalization and technology for societal and industrial change 
• School development and educational change 
• Fourth generation cultural-historical activity theory and enacted utopias 
• Studies in transformative agency 
• Formative interventions and expansive learning 

Cultural-historical activity theory has often been applied in studies of Work-Integrated 
Learning (WIL), reflecting the overall profile as well as the area of strength of University 
West.  

The conference welcomes researchers, students, practitioners and working life and 
industrial partners internationally to present results of their work, attending workshops, 
exchanging know-how, as well as building new relationships and strengthening existing 
networks. In this spirit, the conference will also offer a forum for further development 
and productive discussion on principles and applications of the fourth generation of 
CHAT. This is at the core of the agenda of the Center for Activity Theory at University 
West.  

 

Submission formats 

The conference welcomes the following types of submissions: 

• Papers aimed for oral presentations (20 minutes, plus 5 minutes Q&A). The 
organizing committee will assemble papers on the basis of thematic coherence 
with other paper submissions. Papers will be allocated in sessions of 90 minutes 
including 15 minutes general discussion at the end. 
 

• Symposia consisting of three (3) papers, a discussant and a chairperson. A 
symposium is organized by the participants, who arrange the papers so that they 
form a coherent whole before submitting the session proposal. The symposium 
is led by a chairperson identified in the proposal along with the discussant. A 
symposium is allocated a total time of 90 minutes, including discussion with the 
audience. 
 

• Posters giving researchers a chance to present their work visually. Those 
proposing a poster should be prepared to briefly present their work in 3 minutes, 
discuss with the audience and answer questions. Early-stage research is best 
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suited for poster sessions. 
 

• Interactive workshops are hands-on and exploratory and aim for instance at 
critically discussing a specific topic, a new aspect of research or teaching 
practice or analysis of data sets. If presentations are given, they are short. 
Workshops are particularly suited for ongoing formative intervention research. 
Each workshop will be allocated a timeslot of 90 minutes.  

 

Submission guidelines 

All submissions require an abstract, following the specifications below:  

• A title of maximum 20 words for the paper, poster as well as for the overall 
symposium or workshop 

• Name(s), email address(es) and affiliation(s) of the author/s with specification of the 
presenting authors and, in case of symposia the chair person and the discussant. 

• The submission for a paper requires a short abstract of maximum 200 words, 
complemented by an extended abstract of maximum 700 words including 
references.  

• The submission for a symposium requires one single document including the 
following: 1. a title and an extended abstract of maximum 700 words, arguing for the 
overall coherence of the symposium and including references; 2. a title and an 
abstract of maximum 200 words for each paper.  

• The submission for a poster requires an abstract of maximum 200 words.  
• The submission for a workshop requires a short abstract of maximum 200 words, 

complemented by an extended abstract of maximum 700 words which elaborates 
on the contents and explains how the workshop engages the participants. 

• All submissions must be written in English.  
• Submitted abstracts will be peer reviewed 
• All accepted abstracts will be published in the online conference abstract book 

with ISSN in the form they have been submitted; please make sure that the 
language has been checked before the submission. 

 

Each participant can submit a maximum of two (2) entries as the first author. 

At least one author/presenter must be registered for the conference by May 1, 2025 for 
the entry to be in the program and book of abstracts. 

All presentations must be made in person at the conference (not online). 



Authors are invited to submit abstracts using the EasyChair platform which will become 
operational on the conference website in early January 2024. 

Please refer to the conference website for detailed submission guidelines as well as for 
fees and the conference program:  https://www.hv.se/en/research/research-
environments/area-of-strength-work-integrated-learning/centre-for-activity-
theory/nordic-iscar2025/  

 

Important dates 

• Submission opens: January 15, 2025 
• Submission deadline: March 2, 2025 
• Notification of acceptance: April 15, 2025 
• Conference registration opens April 16, 2025 and closes May 16, 2025 (Early bird 

registration closes on April 30, 2025) 
• Conference June 17-19, 2025 

 

Conference chairs at UW:   

Associate Professor Maria Spante  

Professor Annalisa Sannino 

Professor Emeritus Yrjö Engeström 

 

Organizing committee at UW: 

Professor Ulrika Lundh Snis 

Dr Monika Hattinger 

Mrs Eva Erkmar 

 

Scientific committee: 

Associate Professor Ge Wei, Capital Normal University, China 

Professor Inger Eriksson, Stockholm University, Sweden 

Professor Katsuhiro Yamazumi, Kansai University, Japan 

Professor Aydin Bal, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

Senior Lecturer Brett Bligh, Lancaster University 
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Maître de Conférences Yannick Lémonie, Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers, 
Paris 

Professor Emeritus Yrjö Engeström, University of Helsinki and University West 

Professor May Britt Postholm, NTNU, Norway 

Professor Stan Karanasios, University of Queensland 

 

 

Warm welcome to  

the Nordic Baltic ISCAR at University West 17-19 
June 2025 in Trollhättan, Sweden! 

 

 


